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DISCLAIMER

The opinions and information
contained within this newsletter
are provided in good faith and
whilst Austravel Safety Net Inc.
has taken all care in the prepa-
ration of the material provided,
Austravel Safety Net Inc. does
not accept legal liability or re-
sponsibility related to articles
placed by its members.
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RFDS IN ACTION (submitted by Peter and Carol Illmayer 9599)

Not sure where to share
this kind of information
however its all food
for thought. Some Aus-
travel members are
aware (my wife) Carol
works as a flight nurse
for the RFDS out of Alice
Springs. She was acti-
vated 2 nights ago to
attend a motorcycle ac-
cident out on the Plenty
Highway literally in the
middle of no where.

The motorcyclist ap-
pears to have separated
from the bike at speed
on a corrugated /
bulldust section of the
Plenty Hwy.

It appears passers-by
found the injured rider
on the side of the
road. They were carry-
ing a PLB which they
activated. | didn't get
the full story on how the
PLB (Personal Location
Beacon) activation
translated to an RFDS
activation however it
did.

The RFDS had to land on
a Station runway and
then drive 50km in a

Landcruiser ute to the
accident site. A number
of nomad couples
stopped and assisted
the RFDS with the recov-
ery, picking up medical
waste and simply
lighting up the site with
torches while Carol and
the doctor worked on
the motorcyclist on the
side of the road in heavy
bulldust.

Carol has previously
been involved in recov-
ery of people that were
carrying PLBs, they work
and work very well.

While we all have HF
sets in the car, if you
experience a roll over
and rip the antenna off,
not many people have
the ability to recover
from it either technically
or they may be in no
state to effect any sort
of repair.

From everything I've
seen and heard about
emergency recovery,
some sort of PLB is just a
must no matter what
else you carry. $279 PLB
is simply a “no brainer”

if you are going remote.

Setting one of these things
off will bring help, if Carol
has to come and get you
then you've definitely got a
visit to hospital ahead.

Just thought I'd share this
as it is real, people do
suffer accidents and the
cost of these devices is
nothing when compared to
your life 1!

Cheer - Pete in Alice (9599)

NOTE:

Austravel Safety Net via
our “Channel Chatter”
newsletter has presented a
PLB article a few months
ago....it's not as if PLB’s
and how they operate is
new, but some maybe con-
fused that PLB’s are only
ocean travel focussed,
which is not the case.

Austravel thanks Peter and
Carol Illmayer (9599) for
this timely reminder about
travelling in remote areas
of Australia and the differ-
ent means of attaining
emergency assistance

...one of which is HF radio
but not restricted to ONLY
HF radio. Note PLB article
page 4



Page 2 Pr'es'i dents Repor't (Roy Watkins 6001)

Presidents report for August 2018

The Network continues to expand and develop with the recent installation of a new Base in Kununurra . Some frequency
changes and updates to channels were necessary to accommodate the new base channels.

Channels 1 and 4 frequencies were moved to clear other commercial & defence channels in accordance with ACMA li-
censing requirements. Channel 6 is a new frequency to replace the old frequency which suffered from

extreme interference (QRM) from our northern neighbours.

Unfortunately, several of our channels suffer similar QRM at various times of day and season which we are unable to re-
solve. The only possible resolution to the QRM problem is to increase transmit power or to go to digital mode/format,
neither of which is feasible at present.

The Kununurra Base (6299) was established to overcome some of these QRM issues and to provide radio coverage to the
north west WA & NT. It is operating exceptionally well with signal reports from many locations, however there are very
few callers in both the am or pm scheds presently. Kununurra is being operated as part of the Western Australian Sched
15 minutes ahead of the Perth morning and afternoon scheduled operating times.

One morning or afternoon, when you have a few spare minutes, check your schedule time sheet and call in to 6299, your
call and signal report is welcomed and valued.

On to other matters - the 2018 AGM is at Kellerberrin Raceway this year August 25th at 1 pm. There will be a ‘skype’ tele-
conference hook-up to Casino for members to participate. There are other talks planned and the dinner will be on Satur-
day night. Please RSVP.

Barrett communications will also be demonstrating their latest HF DSP transceiver the 4050 and autotune/GPS antenna
on Sunday morning. If you are attending the dinner please contact me on 0427 000 995 or the Vice-president Tom 2714
on 0408 928 279.

I will be stepping down as President this year. | believe that the Club & Network are both going well and it is time to hand
over the reins to someone younger, fitter and better looking !! Any takers?? Well 2 out of 3 is not bad....

Happy travels. Pay it forward and | look forward to talking to you on Austravel channels.

Roy Watkins
President Austravel Safety Net. Inc

Did You Know?

In relation to making HF radio interconnect telephone calls....did you know?

° To make a HF radio telephone interconnect call you need to be a Telcall+ subscriber
° You can call any landline or mobile phone in Australia
° You call is timed to six (6) minutes duration (then the call is automatically cut off), but you can make as

many 6 minute calls as you like

° “Fair use policy” on the number of phone calls made in one month is the only restriction
° You should avoid trying to call 1800 and 1300 numbers as these phone lines are typically answered by
“robots”

- i.e. robot answers you call then instructs you to dial 1 for this and 2 for that

- the HF radio telephone system does not support DTMF tone calling once the call is answered
- Extending beyond the phone call being answered; your telephone inter -
connect call is limited to voice operation only

= HELLO...
BUGGER OFF - Always include the STD code in your landline phone number

'MA ROBOT! _practice making interconnect telephone calls before leaving on a trip, allow

family and friends the opportunity to hear what a HF interconnect phone
call sounds like



“Mail Box” Message Upload .....Note Important Change!

Change 1:-

During my resent trip to install Kununurra base | used the Telcall system extensively while driving home. | discovered a prob-
lem when hanging up a phone call from the radio in that the NGT radio goes directly back into scan.

If there were any messages ready to forward to you they would immediately start coming, but the radio is now on scan.
Messages have a short lead in that is not supportive of scan so in this instance a message was lost. | have had some other
times when logging a GPS position and | am in a noisy area. | can send a GPS position OK but not in a good place for receive,
subsequently | lost a message after a GPS request.

To overcome these issues | have had the Telcall system modified such that you now get your messages after you send a
selcall only to a base. You do your normal beacon channel test calls to any base and when you have decided on a suitable
channel send a selcall on that channel to get your messages.

The messages will then be sent one after the other. Listen for all messages to be complete before putting your radio back on
scan.

Change 2:

System message <TIME PLEASE> to a base now returns UTC time instead of WST. It is up to the users to work out the time
at their present location from the reply. For example WST add 8 hours for EST add 10 hours and you can work out the time
in the middle. | believe this is more universal for a time standard. You can be anywhere in Australia using a base on the oth-
er side of Australia so it is not possible to return the time for where you are located. UTC is the standard used by aviation
etc. for wide area coverage.

JUST A REMINDER........ there are two similar (but different) text messaging systems within the Telcall+ platform

1SMS

This facility allows Telcall+ subscribers to send a short, (up to) 64 character message form their capable HF
radio to any mobile phone in Australia. (operates one way only i.e. from HF radio to mobile phone)

t 2 MAIL BOX
@ Mail Box messaging is quite different to the SMS messaging because Mail Box has two elements and is bi-
directional. The most notable difference is that Mail box messages are sent and
stored before delivery

® - Mail Box messages can be sent :-
e from a members HF radio to another members HF radio
e from family and friends via the Out-n-About app to a HF radio E
¢ all “Mail Box” messages are sent and stored in the “cloud” first
e then delivered when the Austravel intended member selcalls a base

e Telcall+ subscription necessary
¢ HF radios must be message/page call capable

Submitted by Kim Rhodes (7880)

Looking for great qualily stand alon%

For anything and just about everything 12 or LED lighting?
volt.....JGM Direct will have a product and You don’t need to le
price to suit.

*Caravan Installation
Your Channel Chatter editor visits this fa-

vourite “men's toy shop” often when need-
ing a 12 volt this or that.

*Off-Grid Installations
*Micro Solar Systems
*DIY Components

Check their webpage, delivery Australia _
* Rigid & Folding Solar

wide.

* Solar Regulators

* Deep Cycle Batteries
0’s Solar &12 Volt Sho
ng_ Mon-Fri 9.00am -5.00pm
— 13,912 D’ Aguilar Hwy, Nanango
www.jgmdirect.com Pph: 41633109 Mob:0413 669 112




Page 4 PLB’s IN REVIEW

NOTE: For PLB’s to be ef-
fective they must be regis-
tered with the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority
in Canberra.

Registration is free and
provides relevant infor-
mation for the rescue au-
thorities about the PLB user
and his/her contact's.

Austravel members can also
list Austravel’s contact de-
tails using the central Aus-
travel office phone contact
system of (07) 2101 3456.

Listing Austravel as an “in
case of emergency” contact
as well as family or friends,
provides AMSA with addi-
tional methods of identify-
ing the PLB user and how
they can validate/ assess
the emergency situation.

PLB

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) suggest ....two-way communications
via a mobile/satellite phone or radio (a HF radio, fitted with a GPS receiver in the
case of Austravel members) is the most effective means of communication when
in a distress situation, with some of the reasons outlined below:

1. Instant confirmation that the call has been received by emergency services;

2. Ability to communicate position, nature of distress, required assistance;

3. Emergency services can adequately scale response assets according to re-
quired assistance;

4. Ability to provide updates on the situation and also receive advice until emer-
gency services arrive.

If two-way communications are not available, then a distress beacon should be

activated in situations of grave and imminent danger. This equates to when you

feel you are facing a life threatening situation. This is a personal decision that is

different for everybody.

The correct way to deploy your beacon depends on the type of beacon you have
and whether you're on land or water.

THERE ARE THREE (3) TYPES OF EMERGENCY BEACONS IN USE

1. Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)
Usage : AIRCRAFT

The ELT is a detection and location device used in general aviation
in the case of an aircraft crash which is vitally important to the
search and rescue (SAR) teams and to potential survivors.

2. Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB)
Usage: Maritime, Land, Air
In most states of Australia, EPIRBs are required for boats that trav

el more than 2 nautical miles from the coast. EPIRBs may also be
used on land or carried in place of an ELT.

3. Personal Locator Beacon (PLB)
Usage: Land , Marine, Air
PLBs are smaller and easier to transport than other beacons, and
are designed to be worn or carried by individuals rather than vehi
cles. In some cases, PLB’s do not meet carriage requirements for
maritime vessels travelling more than 2 nautical miles from the
coast. For aircraft, PLB’s may be carried in place of an ELT.

4, Personal Locator Beacon (PLB Costs)

Depending on brand /specification between $200 > $300
AMSA registration is vitally important and is free

AMSA suggest that buyers should look for products that meet Australian Stand-
ards. Beacons manufactured for the Australian market have GPS included.

Its important to check before you buy overseas, that your proposed purchase of a
PLB meets Australian standards and is GPS capable. AMSA does not endorse any
particular brand or model of distress beacon.



THE HF RADIO ‘HOW TO’ VIDEO SERIES

Geoff (0951), our membership officer, is the man and voice behind our series of
instructional videos. The radios demonstrated so far in the ‘How To’ series are the
Codan NGT, with future plans for the Codan 9323 and the Barrett 2050.

There is also a new video demonstration of how to send a MAIL BOX message via
the popular Out-n-About App.

In the videos you will find how to...

NOTE: You can find access | --Make an emergency call
to these “how to” videos ..Make a phone call

by also going to the Aus- | ..Send an SMS

travel web page - ...Selcall a friend

- selcall a base triggers MAIL BOX message delivery
...Log in your GPS position
...5end a message via the app Out-n-About

www.austravelsafetynet.or
g.au/

Mouse click this You Tube

Icon found on left hand You can check these and more Austravel videos out on our club’s YouTube Chan-

side of I:he hd°me Bl 1O nel. Go to YouTube (direct) and in the search bar type HF Austravel Safety Net.
et to the videos.
¢ While there please click the red Subscribe button, that way you will always be in

the know when new videos are posted.

¥omTube Chanmel

Austravel Social Media Officer

You Pim (7255)

Click an the it b
e o hewkn videns
- Aciivale an emergency
- Sizke m phone call

- Srmd 2 LY pasition

Tutorials

Browse through our library
of video tutorials




AUSTRAVEL FUNDRAISING RAFFLE

RYS

Austravel Safety Net Inc.
Fundraising Raffle

Austravel Safety Net Inc. has unique HF radio network technologies developed by its members for
its members.

The network has grown from two bases in 2016 1o five bases today, with one more envisioned for
far north Qld.—in the future.

How has all this been funded?

Your committees careful planning and management of the clubs funds (members’ money), along
with many donated hours of fime, skill, infellectual input and key pieces of base station equipment
has contributed greatly to Austravel’s overall ability to provide a great HF radio network.

The "retail" costs for these recent capital works programs and innovafive technologies exceeds
$50k per base....yet we managed to deliver these upgrades at minimum cost to members due (in
part) to the generosity of fellow members and business partners.

Also, raising funds via club raffles has been a key contributor to our
club’s growth - and we ask again if you can support this 2018
fundraising raffle, by purchasing raffle tickets!

VLS
- @ EI'@ Three great prizes (see page 2) donated by members
and business partners.

Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10
Drawn at the AGM Saturday 25th August 2018

Raffle ticket purchases via bank EFT : BSB 633 000 Account: 1544 79679
- In your banks EFT reference write your “selcall number” and the word “raffle”
- Send an email advice to “membership@austravelsafetynet.org.au”

. - Once ticket purchases are cleared, Geoff Peck will reply to your email and confirm the
number of tickets purchased and their numbers

e The actual raffle tickets will be placed in the barrel and drawn at the Casino AGM venue

Need to know more? ..Contact Geoff Peck Phone/SMS 0403 309 020 or email : membership@austravelsafetynet.org.au




RAFFLE PRIZES DONATED BY MEMBERS & BUSINESS PARTNERS

Don’t forget, tickets S5 each or 3 for $10 - payment please by bank EFT only , make sure you use "RAFFLE and your
SELCALL | number in the EFT reference, otherwise its hard to know who has purchased tickets.

1st. Prize 2 x Wanderer Camp Chairs

Wanderer Directors Chair is a cinch with its unigue compact
folding action and built-in carry handle.

Also incorporating a built-in side table, the Compact Directors
Chair features a clever folding steel frame that maintains a
sturdy seating platform with a durable padded seat and
backrest and a 130kg weight rating.

A cup holder and accessory pocket are handy touches, and
just for peace of mind..

Compact folding action

130kg weight rating

Built-in carry handle

Integrated side table with cup holder

Total Prize Value $238 ($119ea.)
(prize donated by Bob & Carmel Carne 1750)

2nd. Prize
Hand Made Custom Jewellery

For the ladies (see we've listened) these unigue pendants
the first featuring an *Ammonite fossil and the other a
*Jasper Donut . Both created using copper wire which was
carefully aged and partially polished to achieve an antiquat-
ed look. Comes with a keeper chain which you may like to
use or perhaps replace with one of your own. The compli-
mentary polishing cloth will recreate a bit of shine and easi-
ly wipes away any unwanted tarnish.

Both pendants presented to the winner in presentation vel-
vet boxes.

*Ammonite fossils are truly amazing, just to think you're
holding a sea creature that became extinct 66 million
years ago!

*Jasper is known as the protective stone and the stone
of courage and wisdom

Total Prize Value $150.00

(Prize crafted and donated by Entwining Designs
Pim Domen 7255)

3rd. Prize
S Nemims 33162018

JGM Direct Gift Certificate

1 This certificate entitles the Austraye] Raffle Prize Winner
JGM Direct Nanango Qld, the “man Gift
cave” of all things 12 volt. The winner Certificate =5 wrtsf goods from IG4 birect Nanarge Q6.
can ether shop in person or shop on- L
line ...in any case you will find all things JGMDIRECT 13912 D’Aguilar Hwy, Nanango Qid. www.jgmdirect.com

12 volt like LED lighting through te solar

panels and everything in between. e T :_

ww jgrdirect com Gsmcr_ e =

Total Prize Value $100 -

(prize donated by Jamie and Bev Mitch- ! L

ell)




Page & AGM MEETING AT CASINO (NSW)

Austravel Safety Net Inc.
2018 AGM at Casino NSW

Friday August 24th. > Sunday 26th. 2018

Powered sites are reserved @ $28/night.
Casino Lifestyle Village Light $t. Casino NSW

Book and pay ahead - receive 10% discount
Ph:( 02) 6662 1069....mention Austravel when booking

B 2 course dinner saturday night $25/head at the Cecil
\ Hotel Casino
"1 n 2"_5"““ - menu to follow closer fo the meeting date
g_:s'l a - free transport provided
Cesino Q" . s RSVP to: Geoff Peck

P: 0403 309 020
E: membership@austravelsafetynet.org.au

Announcing the Austravel AGM at Casino N.E. NSW, which is about 230 Km's
south of Brisbane. This AGM will be linked by Skype to those members attending
the west Australian AGM meeting which commences at 10am WA time, Saturday
25th. August at the Kellerberrin Speedway, Hoyle Road Kellerberrin, WA.
“(Contact 2714 Tom Collis 0408 928 279)

East coast AGM meeting at 12 noon in the
“Green Hanger” Casino Lifestyle Village.

A reminder that only full (financial) members are
eligible to vote at the AGM . Social members are

welcome; however are ineligible to vote at the
AGM.




AGM MEETING AT KELLERBERIN (W.A.)

The Austravel 2018 AGM has been
set for Saturday the 25th August 2018.

Location: Kellerberrin Speedway Track
located Hoyle Road Kellerberrin, WA
6410 Latitude: -31.65811 Longitude:
117.763023 approximately4kmoutof
town.

(The speedway is not on)
This location is about 200km East of Perth and is near the main highway Great Eastern Highway, which runs to

Perth. On location we have many unpowered sites which are available for $15/per night. Limited powered sites
- medical needs come first, at $18/per night. The camping fees are shared between both Austravel and the Kel-
lerberrin Speedway with both clubs benefiting from our camping. Kellerberrin Town has many other facilities
for members. Motels, Hotel, and B&BS and the Caravan Park has some rooms for those that may wish to fly
over by air. The town also has normal shops and supermarket and often has well priced fuel. You can arrive at
the venue from the Wednesday 22nd August and leave on the morning of the 28th or any time in between.
Saturday night the 25th after the AGM the speedway way club will put on a dinner at $20 per head, and the
bar will be open. No BYO on that night.

Over the weekend there will be:

Talks on Radios both HF and UHF.

Talk on emergency call system and use.
Training using your GPS.

Introduction to the Out-n-About app.

And most important general socialising & catch-ups.

Please RSVP to either:
Tom Collis 2714 Phone: 0408 928 279 Email:tomncristina@hotmail.com.....or

John Hall 6014 Email: vk6fjon@gmail.com

HF Radio Antenna Parts and Supplies

® Cable & Connectors Contact: Mark Rawlings

® Mobile Austravel Member :

® Wire Antennas Selcall 6622

.

o I;Z?: Systems & Baluns Lot 25 Brand Hwy. Dongara
® CB Antennas W-A.

® Broadband HF Ph: 0455 463 452

® Verticals E: mar@tetemtron.com.au

® HF Beams

W: www.tetemtron.com.au



Page 10 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Stuart & Wendy Campbell 0284 ACT Doug & Jeanette Van Bavel 2580 WA
Glen Bower 1137 NSW David Hughes 6226 WA
Reg Farrell 4192 NSW | |Colin Ingham 6355 WA
Greg Lowe 1276 NT Greg Fletcher 6531 WA
Stephen & Debbie AShIey 3165 NT Jesmond Cassar 0275 WA
Greg Meyer 1965 QLD | [Jim & Judy Ligman 2188 WA
Laurie Townsend 1984 QLD John & Cath Stuart 7925 WA
Malcolm Smith 4507 | QLD | |mike & Brenda Beall 0196 | WA
Merv & Joan Hannam 0033 QLD Wayne Sinclair 5829 WA
Shane & Juie Doyle 2012 QLD
Matt & Melanie Shumack 4445 | QLD WELCOM EI
James & Alex Ruediger 5246 SA -
Max & Briony Schleuniger 1330 SA NEW MEN
Robert Todd 7173 TAS |
Charlie & Cheryl Savage 1777 VIC Acnoss T
Greg Snipson 8142 VIC
Mark & Fluer Eddey 3531 VIC cou NTHY
Bob & Debbie Burns 0280 VIC
PLANNED ACTIVITIES TIMETABLE FOR THE KELLERBERIN AGM
TIME Thursday 23" FRIDAY 24", SATURDAY 25, SUNDAY 26", MONDAY 27,
8:00 AM Sked Sked Sked Sked Sked
9:00AM Technical Group Meeting
10:00AM Kim available to Kim available to add RED What is Telcall+ Barrett 4050 NEW RADIO | Kim available to add
add RED button button call to NGTs and new and how to use it. operational demaonstration | RED button call to NGTs
call to MGTs and channels to radios. Send SMS, GPS, mail box including Telcall+ and new channels to
new channels to | Call Chl8 UHF. messages and Emergency call operation radias. Call Chl8 UHF
radios. And make a phone call. Presented by Barrett
Call Ch18 UHF
11:00AM One on one help Out-n-About mapping phone Back to basics One on one help time
time with using APP for family and friends Beacon calls base channel | with using your radic
your radio And social membership selection for general usage
12:00PM Lunch Lunich Lunch Lunch
1:00PA History of GPS in Australia
by Ross Roberts [1954)
2:00PM One on one help Kim available to add RED How to use an Codan NGT
time with using button call to NGTs and new for Emergency call, SMS,
your radio channels to radios. Call GP5, MAIL BOX
Ch1E UHF
3.00pm One on one help time with Mesting: Emergency How does noise affect my
using your radic Respondents (in the dub receiver and what you can
room) do about it.
Skype to East?
3:30PM Helpers needed for demo Any radio issue guestion
setup time
4:30PM Sked Sked Sked Sked
E:30PM Sauzage Sizzle Dinner at the clubhouse.
[BBOQ Hut Area) Important to support the
52 per sausage sandwich - speedway and Austravel
bring along your good Licensed bar so no BYO
humour and drinks




Page 11 VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT

Hello Members,

This is my last Vice Presidents report for the Austravel HF radio club, as two years have
passed and its it’s time for a new VP; while | take a break.

| have enjoyed being on the committee helping president Roy to the best of my ability
and helping the club in any way possible. As most of you know | have been arranging the
Kellerberrin Speedway club rooms for our up and coming AGM. | have organised with
the Kellerberrin Speedway club to cater a meal on Saturday night with a bar, which
means no BYO for this meal.

| ask that members who are attending the AGM to let me know (before the 20th August
2018) if you would like a meal. This is so that | can inform Kellerberrin Speedway on how
many they will be catering for. If you could please flick me an email tomncristi-
na@hotmail.com to let me know it would be greatly appreciated.

This is my last Vice Presi-
dents Report.....time for a
new VP.

Unfortunately if you are not on my list we will not be able to cater for you. | wish the
new committee all the best moving forward, and hope the club continues to keep grow-
ing the way it has been in the last 2 years that | have been on the committee.

I am running a raffle at the AGM so if you wish to donate a prize it would be greatly ap-
preciated. We have many wonderful gifts already in the raffle with all proceedings going
towards the club.

From the editor...thanks Tom
and Cristina for all your hard
work on behalf of Austravel.

Great job as VP and well

done!
Again thank you to everyone who has helped me and supported me through the 2 years

journey of being Vice President. Hope to talk to you or see you out in the big county of
Australia

Kia Ora
Tommy Collis (2714)
0408 928 279

SCHEDULED NET (SCHED) INFORMATION UPDATE

Whether we spell “Scheds” or “Skeds” correctly, doesn’t matter, what matters is keeping
up-to-date with the changes to the Austravel sched sessions, because the club is growing
in the number of bases and membership.

You will find with the delivery of this edition (and all editions) of the Channel Chatter
newsletter, will be:-

(] an up-to-date member selcall list
] an up-to-date base/channel list (remember not all channels are used in all base)
L] an up-to-date east and west sched timetable.

This documentation is designed to be printed and carried in your vehicle that has the HF
radio fitted. It's important to keep this updated information handy. Its also important do
dump the old versions.....to save confusion down the track!

Now that you know when and where scheds are operated from, the writer (0951) who
also is an Austravel sched operator, has a favour to ask........... when you voice call into a
sched its important to understand that you may hear the base (if a base is used in the
sched), better than the base can hear you.

Keep your sched infor-
mation up-to-date.

Assist sched operators by By virtue of the base having a better antenna system, radio voltage, etc, than a typical
first announcing your selcall mobile station, its often the case that the mobile station hears the base well, but the
base operator can’t hear the mobile station clearly. Please get into the habit of announc-
ing your selcall number more than once.....e.g. Casino base this is 0951, 0951, 0951 can
you read me?

number three
times...Casino base this is
0951, 0951, 0951 can you

D Remember, the base sched operator(s) have an automatic vox microphone and your first

utterance's may not be recognised in the beginning, so repeating your selcall number
more than once is an important thing to remember. Also slow down your speech and
raise you voice (do not shout) when transmitting.



Bl KUNUNURRA REVERTIVE SOUNDS DIFFERENT!

Kununurra Base may reply with a different sound to other bases sometimes.

After a beacon (test call) or other action call you may hear a constant tone for a few seconds. Just like a Barrett
radio tuning up. If the base has been on antenna two the first time it is secalled/beaconed etc. it does an an-
tenna tune instead of the normal (doe, ray, me) revertive tone.

This is normal and means you got through OK even if you only '

hear the tuning tone. It happens because we have two antennas _

on Kununurra base and antenna number 2 needs to be set up in ; B
the base radio for an auto tuner. When the radio goes back to . 1_"
normal scan, which it does on antenna number 1 - which does not [ \
need tuning - it tries to tune anyway.

Hence the tone. ' i
When you do here the (doe, ray, me) revertive, it is a bit shorter d

=

than other bases. This is the same reason as above. The radio
does a quick check of the antenna tuning and it misses the first
part of the revertive. It does sound a little different to other bases
as the other bases do not have a second antenna that sometimes
needs to be tuned.

It is normal and | can’t make it be any different; so just know why
you hear what you hear......it is a little different however all is nor-
mal.

In addition, now that Kununurra is running, it has been incorpo-
rated into the West Australian skeds. Our WA sked time table
looks a little complex, but in reality it gives a wide range of oppor-
tunity to make contact in the morning or afternoon on the left side (western side) of the country.

- Do you enjoy travelling and being out doors?

- Are you planning to see Australia?

- Would you like friends to contact as you travel?

- Join other like-minded people for a great time at our get-togethers.
- We have National, State and Regional rallies all over Australia.

- Club e-magazine, The Traveller, issued bi- monthly.

- Friendship list of members all around Australia whether it’s for socialising or if you need a helpful
hand.

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN AUSTRALIA’S ONLY TOURING CLUB FOR CARAVANS, MOTORHOMES
AND CAMPERS?

Club website www.atrvc.org.au for updated
information on joining, events, travelling infor- RV TRAVELLERS
mation and breaking news.

Contact us: Mobile: 0458 220421 T ot I e

Australasian Touring RV Club Inc. v g ,-"\ *
(ARN0038452P) , ""b-'/ '
»

M
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Online Store
Now Open

Bushcomm
HF Antenna Systems

Sales - Support - Accessories

Australian Made - Delivered to your Door

—

-

R W o ﬁ :

Emergency Antennas Base Station Antennas

Melbourne : 03 9017 6777 Quality Mobile Antennas

Brisbane :07 3118 5265
Perth : 08 6144 3204 el
www.bushcomm-online.com Visa,

Members Market

&>

For sale Garmin GPS Receiver Model 16-HVS
$40 each without HF radio connector

$50 each with HF radio connector

Contact Kim Rhodes (7880) 0427 983 329

MEMBERS...GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?
LOOKING FOR THAT THING TO BUY?
CONSIDER YOUR CHANNEL CHATTER NEWSLETTER “MEMBERS MARKET”

Austravel Social Media Pages

Trouble with Austravel Social Me-
dia pages Facebook or any
questions?

https://www.facebook.com/austra

https://twitter.com/AustravelSafety

You([T)

https://tinyurl.com/YouTubeAustravel

Send me an email, | am happy to
help.

My email address is;
pimdomen@icloud.com
Pim Domen (7255)

MEMBERS

Did you receive your
”neW”:'

eBase Frequency List /
Sheet

eScheduled Net Time
Table

eMember Selcall List

This information is one
file sent to your email
system along with this
newsletter or for those
without emails, it will be
delivered by Australia
Post.

Contact Geoff Peck
(0951) 0403 309 020

E: membership
@austravelsafetynet.org

5

Update your HF radio
with a GPS receiv-
er...great price for Aus-
travel members.




BARRETT

COMMUNICATIONS

¢ Advanced fully software - defined architecture

¢ Intuitive and user-friendly touch scree interface

¢ Wireless operation voa iOS, Android &
Windows devices

e Selcall / Telcall

e SMS—Pagecall

o Multiple Self ID’s

¢ Wi-Fi Adaptor

¢ 2019 Auto tune HF antenna with internal GPS
receiver

¢ Address books

Designed and built in Australia for the world’s harshest
conditions, Barrett HF equipment thrives in the outback
and has the track record to Prove it. The Barrettt
“Outback Traveller Pack” should be considered as
standard equipment for anyone travelling in remote
areas.

Utilising the “free to air” nature of HF communications,
the “Outback Traveller Pack” provides access to essen-
tial safety and emergency services with no ongoing call
charges.

The Barrett 4050 D handset app sup-
ports i0S, Android and Windows devic-

es for wireless voice and radio control.

www.hfradiosales.com
Ph: 07 3118 5265
For all sales enquiries
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Westprint - Outback Maps, Books, Travel Guides and Naviga-
tion systems.

www.westprint.com.au é Park St, Nhill Victoria 0353911466

WESTPRINT

It’s Later Than You Think.

Funny, I've never noticed it before — everything is a bit further
than it used to be. It’s twice as far from my place to the bus
stop now, and they’ve added a hill I've just noticed. The buses leave sooner too, but I've
given up running for them, because they go faster than they used to.

Have you noticed the small print they’re using now? Newspapers especially — | have to
squint to make out the words. It’s ridiculous, of course, to suggest that a person of my age
needs glasses, but it’s the only way | can find out what’s going on without somebody read-
ing it aloud to me — and even then, that isn’t much help because everybody speaks in such
a low voice | can scarcely hear them.

Times certainly are changing. The material in my clothes | notice, shrinks in different places
like round the waist and round the seat. Shoelaces are so darned short they are next to
impossible to reach.

Even the weather is changing — it’s getting colder in Winter and the Summers are so much
hotter than in the good old days. | guess the way they build windows now, makes draughts
more severe.

Ran into a friend the other night, she’d changed so much, she didn’t recognise me. “You’ve

put on a little weight,” she said. “It’s this modern food” | said, “it seems to be so fattening”.

| got to thinking about her this morning while | was dressing, and about wheat she’d said —
so | looked at my reflection in the mirror. Seems they don’t use the same kind of glass in
mirrors anymore, do they?

From the 1961 Philosopher’s Note Book by Russ Tyson.

For similar information check out the Westprint Friday
Five newsletter. Subscription is free.

http://westprint.com.au/newsletter

reeds@rpedsprospecting. com.au

www_reedsprospecting.com.au

SMART
;l;ﬂeiul Detctigg) ” . _ P ROSP ECTING

REE

PROSPTICTIMNG SUPPFLIES

The shop for everything you need for
gold prospecting or freasure hunfing.

= Coils

= Accessories

» Books & Media
= Hire

101

1st Course: Booked Out

2nd Course: 4th & 5th April
(Few spots remadaining)
Book Now: (0B) 9250 33 88

(oa) 9250 333& |

REEDS PROSPECTING SUPPLIIES

25B Helen St

Bellevue, Western Australia 6056
Phone: (08) 9250 3388

Email: reeds@reedsprospecting.com.au
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THATS FUNNY!

A man doing market
research knocked on a
door and was greeted by a
young woman with three
small children running
around at her feet.

He says, “I'm doing some
research for Vaseline, Do
you have a moment to

answer a few questions?”

The woman agreed, and he
continued... "Have you
ever used the product?"

She says, "Yes, My husband
and | use it all the time."

"And if you don't mind me
asking, what do you use it
for?"

"We use it for sex."

The researcher was a little
taken back, Usually people
lie to me and say that they
use it on a child's bicycle
chain or to help with a gate
hinge, But, in fact, | know
that most people do use it
for sex, and | do admire
you for your honesty, and
since you've been frank so
far, can you tell me exactly
how you use it for sex?"

The woman says, "l don't
mind telling you at all...
My husband and | put it on
the door knobs and it
keeps the kids out."

And you thought it was
gunna be a dirty joke...!
shame on you...
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HF Radio Allied Traders List

Connecting Austravel Members To HF Radio Sales / Service Providors

(Last update April 2018)

S Codan, Barrett, lIcom, Bushcomm Antennas Fyshwick ACT
Watts Communications
www.wattscom.com.au / sales@wattscom.com.au 02 6280 6416
Wes Follett Codan, Barrett, Icom, Bushcomm Antennas Deniliquin
wfollett@bigpond.com /0412 885 817 03 5881 3189
L. Codan Griffiths NSW
Eacom Communications
www.eacomm.com.au / ian.blackburn@eacom.com.au 02 6964 2033
D.L. Communications Codan, Barrett Merimbula NSW
dicserv@hotmail.com 0418 280 270
Newcastle Pro Sound Codan, Barrett Newcastle NSW
www.npsonline.com.au 02 4965 6899

Fettell Communications

Barrett

www.fettell.com.au

Port Macquarie NSW
02 658 11341

Action Communications

Ilcom

www.actioncommunications.net.au

Kingswood NSW
1800 802 948

Karera Communications

Ilcom
www.karera.com / sales@karera.com

Tuggerah NSW
02 4355 1599

Phoenix HF
Communications

Servicing most brands of HF

Kareela NSW
02 9544 6355

Independent Servicing most brands of HF radios Tamworth NSW
Communications www.independentcommunications.com.au 02 6765 7555

lllawarra Communications Codan Wollongong NSW
www.illcom.com.au / scott@illcom.com.au 02 4229 7300

Central Codan, Barrett Alice Springs NT
Communications www.centralcomms.com.au / sales @centralcomms.com.au 08 8952 2388

Comspec (NT) P/L

Codan, Barrett
www.comspec.com.au / sales@comspec.com.au

Alice Springs NT
08 8953 1903

Combined Comms Barrett Darwin NT
Solutions www.combinedcom.com.au / info@combinedcom.com.au 08 8941 0644
... Codan,also servicing most brands of HF radios Winnellie NT
ITS Communications
info @itscomm.com.au 08 8984 4855

Territory Comms Services

Codan, Barrett, Scout

tcs@territorycomms.com.au

Tennant Creek NT
0418 814 978

HF Radio.Com Codan, Barrett Sales Service and Installation Brisbane Qld.
On-Line Store www.hf-radio.com.au / david@hf-radio.com.au 0408 345 208
Mobile Communications Codan, Icom Brisbane Qld.
www.mobilecomms.com.au 07 3373 2345
RF Technologies Servicing most brands of HF radios Brisbane Qld.
www.rftech.com.au / maxr@rftech.com.au 07 3279 7177
Kyle Communications Codan, Barrett, Icom Burpengary Qld.

www.kyle.com.au / kylecomms@specsafe.com.au 07 3888 7899

Miles Electronics Codan, Barrett Cairns Qld.
www.mileselectronics.com.au / john@mileselect.com.au 07 4035 1133

Codan Cowra NSW

Reids Radiodata

reidsradiodata@bigpond.com

02 6341 1544
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Goondiwindi
Communications

Codan www.goondiwindicommunications.com.au

sales@ goondiwindicommunications.com.au

Goondiwindi QId
07 4671 3641

Linemaster Marine
Electronics

Barrett

www.linemaster.com.au / sales@linemaster.com.au

Maroochydore Qld.
07 5479 6851

TCQ Communications

Codan, Barrett

accounts@tcq.net.au

Mount Isa Qld.
07 4743 4388

Capricorn Communications

Codan, Icom

Www.capcom.com.au / sales@capcom.com.au

Nth. Rockhampton Qld.
07 4926 1172

. ... Barrett, lcom Rockhampton
Beaney's Communications
www.beaneys.com.au 07 4927 5049
Advance Communications Codan,Barett Roma
sales@advancecomms.com.au 07 4622 5842
Comptel PIL Codan Toowoomba Qld.
www.comtel.com.au / enquiries@comptel.com.au 07 4639 8999

Navcom Electronics P/L

Barrett

navcomadmin@bigpond.com

Townsville Qld.
07 4771 2422

Norcomm P/L

Codan, + servicing of most brands of HF radios

www.norcomm.com.au / sales@norcomm.com.au

Townsville Qld.
0408 722 833

. . . Codan, with service to most makes of HF Adelaide S.A.
Digital Radio Solutions
www.marktek.com.au / contact@marktek.com.au 0418 845 518
i Codan, Icom, Barrett Adelaide S.A.
Electric Bug

www.electricbug.com.au / sales@electricbug.com.au 08 8346 9234

International Comms. Codan, Barrett, Icom, Wagner, Hawk Port Adelaide S.A.
Systems www.intcomsys.com.au / intfcomm@intermode.on.net 08 8447 3688
Marktek Installations Codan , servicing most brands of HF Adelaide S.A.
www.marktek.com.au / mark@marktek.com.au 08 8250 2888
Northern Communications Sevice of all brands of HF radios Gawler S.A.
phil.48@bigpond.com 08 8522 6081
HF Radio Solutions Codan & Codan Auto Tune Repair Renmark S.A.
www.hfradiosolutions.com.au/ ivan@hfradiosolutions.com.au 0428 882 719
Codan, Barrett, Icom Howrah Tas.

Desmond Communications

desmondcomms@dodo.com.au

03 6228 1331

Marcom Watson

Codan, Barrett, Icom,
www.marcomwatson.com.au / info@marcomwatson.com.au

Launceston Tas.
1800 630 611

Weeks Radio Communica-
tions

Codan

sales@ weeksradio.com

Alexandra Vic.
03 5772 1292

Bairnsdale Communications

Codan, Ilcom

sales@bcomms.com.au

Bairnsdale Vic.
03 5152 4622

Lara Electronics

Codan & Codan Auto Tune Repair
www.laraelectronics.com.au/ sales@laraelectronics.com.au

Geelong Vic.
03 5282 2751

Bushcomm Online Store

Buschcomm Antennas, Multi Tap Antennas,2nd. Hand HF
www.bushcomm-online.com/ sales@bushcomm-online.com

Melbourne Vic.
039017 6777

Angus Communications

Codan, Barrett
hofmann126.ph@gmail.com

Shepparton Vic.
03 5821 9155




AUSTRAVEL SAFETY NET Inc.

HF Radio Allied Traders List

Connecting Austravel Members To HF Radio Sales / Service Providors
(Last update April 2018)

South Eastern Sales & service of most brands of HF radios. Rosebud Vic.
Communications WwWWw.secomms.com.au 0434 720 006
AA Radio Services Codan, Icom, + service of most brands of HF radios. Vermont Vic.
www.aaradio.com.au / sales@aaradio.com.au 03 9264 8333
Earth 2 Ocean Barrett, Codan, lcom sales and service Bunbury W.A.
Communications www.earth2ocean.com.au / sales@earth2ocean.com.au 08 9721 1730
Esperance Barrett, lcom + servicing of most barnds of HF radios Esperance W.A.

Communications WWwWw.esperancecomms.com.au / service@esperancecomms.com.au 08 9071 3344

ACS Communications Codan, Icom Perth W.A.
www.acs-marcomm.com / faith@acs-marcom.com 08 9277 4655

Allcomm Communications | C0dan, lcom Perth W.A.
www.allcom.com.au / allcom@allcom.com.au 08 9479 4997

Barrett Perth W.A.

Barrett Communications

www.barrettcommunications.com.au /infor-
mation@barrettcommunications.com.au

08 9434 1700

. Barrett (sales no service) Perth W.A.
Mobile Masters
www.mobilemasters.com.au / mail@mobilemasters.com.au 08 9492 1777
Codan, Icom Perth W.A.

Transair Two Way Radio

www.transair.com.au / transair@transair.com.au

08 9209 2225

RF Waves Australia

Codan, GME, Motorola HF VHF Repair & Service
www.rfwaves.com.au / email: cpg@rfwaves.com.au

Hammersley W.A
08 934 271 161

Austravel Safety Net Inc. Members please note.....The purpose of this list of “Allied Traders” is to offer a ready reference which

may provide you with a source of sales and/ or service assistance when travelling away or near your home location.

Please provide feed back to the “Channel Chatter” newsletter editor if you find information contained misleading or incorrect.

Allied Traders...please review your listing and advise the “Channel Chatter” newsletter editor of any listing detail that is incorrect

or requires review. Additionally, if you wish to be removed from our Allied Trader e-mail contact list, please advise.
(editor contact details contained on page one)




